
Paul Makes Friends in Corinth 

Week 16 

 

Acts 18:1 (NIV) 

1
After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.  

Acts 18:2 (NIV) 

2
There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with 

his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see 

them,  

 

Claudius is Emperor.  He expelled the Jews in 49 AD from Rome 

(because of continual insurrections because of Chrestus)   Paul 

reaches Corinth about that time. 

 

Acts 18:3 (NIV) 

3
and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them.  

Acts 18:4 (NIV) 

4
Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 

Acts 18:5 (NIV) 

5
When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching, 

testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.�  

Acts 18:6 (NIV) 

6
But when the Jews opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and 

said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am clear of my responsibility. From now on I 

will go to the Gentiles.” 

 

Here we go again, de ja vu.... What does kicking the dust off mean? 

 

Acts 18:7 (NIV) 

7
Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of 

God.    

 

Acts 18:8 (NIV) 

8
Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the 

Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized. 



Paul Makes Friends in Corinth 

 

The synagogue ruler believed  

but some within the congregation did not. 

 

Acts 18:9 (NIV) 

9
One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be 

silent.  

Acts 18:10 (NIV) 

10
For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many 

people in this city.”  

Acts 18:11 (NIV) 

11
So Paul stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God. 

 

Acts 18:12 (NIV) 

12
While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on Paul and brought him 

into court.  

Gallio – reigned from 50-late 51AD  

 Historians…. Didn’t believe he existed…. Then uncovered a stone inscription 

  Found who he was and dates of his reign…. 

NOTE ABOUT HISTORY…. 

 Historians love to say “so and so NEVER EXISTED” 

  No way to know… either existed…. OR DON’T KNOW 

 

Acts 18:13 (NIV) 

13
“This man,” they charged, “is persuading the people to worship God in ways contrary to the 

law.” 

Acts 18:14 (NIV) 

14
Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to the Jews, “If you Jews were making a complaint 

about some misdemeanor or serious crime, it would be reasonable for me to listen to you.  

Acts 18:15 (NIV) 

15
But since it involves questions about words and names and your own law—settle the matter 

yourselves. I will not be a judge of such things.”  

Acts 18:16 (NIV) 

16
So he had them ejected from the court.  
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Acts 18:17 (NIV) 

17
Then they all turned on Sosthenes the synagogue ruler and beat him in front of the court. But 

Gallio showed no concern whatever. 

 

Sosthenes?  I thought the Synagogue ruler was called Crispus?  Speculation is 

that Crispus was removed from the rulership of the synagogue as soon as it 

was discovered that he was  a believer.   

Sosthenes, probably the replacement.   

 

Jews, hated throughout the Roman world.....    

Gallio, like the rest of the Romans, considered the Jews a most despicable people, and worthy 

of no regard; and their present conduct had no tendency to cause him to form a different opinion 

of them from that which he and his countrymen had previously entertained 

ALSO…. Jews kicked out of Rome for similar rioting…. 

 Gallio not going to get involved in this…. the emporer kicked them out 

of Rome and potentially exported this dispute. 

Think of PETER…. Ended up as bishop of Rome…. Maybe irritating Jews 

there – maybe on the other side of those riots.. 

 Then God allows the Jews to be expelled…. Opposition gone 

  The church in Rome allowed to flourish 

  

 Insurrectionists,  

 Believing God had given them the land in Israel 

 Wealth (jealousy) 

 Spiritually?  (hated because God’s judgement of Satan revolves around 

the jews....  Their acceptance of Jesus, ends satan’s reign on earth 

 

(Zec 12:10 NASB)  "And I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication  (this is the Spirit that brings 

salvation), so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for 

Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him, like the bitter 

weeping over a first-born. 
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And in Revelations 20..... 

 
1
And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss  

and holding in his hand a great chain. 
2
He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent,  

who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 
3
He threw him  

into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving  

the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be  

set free for a short time.  

 

 

Acts 18:18 (NIV) 

18
Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers and sailed for Syria, 

accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. Before he sailed, he had his hair cut off at Cenchrea 

because of a vow he had taken.  

Acts 18:19 (NIV) 

19
They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila. He himself went into the 

synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.  

Acts 18:20 (NIV) 

20
When they asked him to spend more time with them, he declined.  

Acts 18:21 (NIV) 

21
But as he left, he promised, “I will come back if it is God’s will.” Then he set sail from 

Ephesus.  

 

It appears that he left Aquilla and Priscilla in Ephesus to prosletize 

Temple of diana, one of the seven wonders of the Ancient world.... Known for its artwork 

 

Acts 18:22 (NIV) 

22
When he landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church and then went down to 

Antioch. 
 


